DESIGN    FOR    LIVING         ACT III
course, but they were feeling it there, too, very badly.
Paris, particularly. Paris seemed to have lost its
vitality; it used to be much more gay, somehow------
OTTO : I once had a flat in Paris. It was really more
a studio than a flat, but I had to leave it.
GRACE : They pulled it down, I suppose. They're
pulling down everything in Paris now.
OTTO : They pulled it down to the ground; it was
a small edifice and crumbled easily.
GRACE : It's sad, isn't it, to think of places where
one has lived not being there any more ?
LEO : I remember a friend of mine called Mrs. Purdy
being very upset once when her house in Dorset fell
into the sea.
GRACE (startled] : How terrible !
LEO : Fortunately Mr. Purdy happened to be in it
at the time.
OTTO : In my case, of course, it was more like an
earthquake than anything else, a small but thorough
earthquake with the room trembling and the chandelier
swinging and the ground opening at my feet.
GRACE: Funny. We were talking about earth-
quakes just now.
LEO : I've never been able to understand why the
Japanese are such a cheerful race. All that hissing and
grinning on the brink of destruction.
OTTO : The Japanese don't mind destruction a bit;
they like it, it's part of their upbringing. They're
delighted with death. Look at the way they kill them-
selves on the most whimsical of pretexts.
LEO : I always thought Madame Butterfly was over-
hasty.
OTTO :   She should have gone out into the world
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